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In this paper, we discuss our ongoing research collaboration between three university researchers and a group of Indigenous women from Bawaka, North East Arnhem Land, Australia. Together we have developed a multi-stranded research project that aims to challenge mainstream understandings of Australia. These dominant understandings conceptualise Australia as isolated from its neighbours, homogenous and besieged. Through telling stories of crossings and connections to visitors, including tourists, researchers and government workers, the women from Bawaka are articulating a more active subjectivity for Indigenous people and constructing a connected, diverse notion of Australia’s histories, presents, and futures. The focus on dialogue and sharing within ‘storytelling as method’, rather than on linear and constrained notions of data collection, allow for more active and creative interactions, and for complex, multiple and dynamic ontologies to be more readily presented. 

This paper discusses the representational issues surrounding the collaborative fieldwork which we characterise as an interwoven learning exchange (Wright et al 2007). It begins by outlining the negotiation of the collaborative fieldwork process and the development of relationships of trust. We also reflect upon the way in which working together impacts on our fieldwork experience, the implications this has for developing long term research relationships, power relations and research outcomes. The narratives that emerge from this fieldwork are manifest in a range of different representations including joint publications, books, educational/tourist materials, workshops, exhibitions, and presentations. This paper will focus on the representation of one fieldwork narrative - the co-authorship of a publication on weaving and culture that articulates a relational view of women and the cosmos at the same time that it details technical aspects of the weaving process. The stories that are told, listened to, retold and passed on are exchanged between the women, ourselves, tourists and whoever reads our book. Lak Lak Burarrwanga, the first author on our joint publication, underscores the importance and responsibility of working together and the impact it has on future generations:
Remember, this basket we have made, it holds stories and knowledge to share. I hope that as we wove this story together you gained knowledge and stories that you can pass on to your daughters, your granddaughters and to the world (Lak Lak Burarrwanga).

